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ASIAN WOMEN IN BUSINESS 

Jw 12,2004 

f.Xiimrn Michael Powell 
Federe1 Comrnunicatlons Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: @o&etN0-03 -132 1 
k- 2_ / j  

Dear Chai ian Powell: 

- 

RECEIVED 

. 

On behalf of Askan Women in Business (AWE), which represents 
thousands of businesses owned and operated by Asian American women, I am 
Wnitiw to express my concern that the FCC may increase the costs of pre-paki 
telephone calling cards by imposing new charges and fees. 

Aden m e n  bwn over 358,000 private businesses nationwide, and a 
sub%tanfal number of these businesses are In the retail sector. These retail 
enW$nises can be as modest as a convenience store to a sophlstlcated on-line 
retarling operation. In addition, one of the fasteslgruwing areas of Asian and 
Pacific Islander-owned businesses is in the transport, communlcatlons and 
utilities sector, which increased 56% brn 1$97 to 2002. 

Pre-paid calling cards are an important product llne for some of these 
women-owned retail and tetecommunications business, and these products are 
importent f o r  thelr custmvm. Ten percent of Asian-Amencan households have 
used pre-paid calling cards to stay in touch with fiends and famillas. For many 
Asian-Americans on tight budgets, pre-paid calling cards are an Important 
method of budgeting telecornrnunlcatlons expenses, especially among those 
individuals more comfortable with cash-based transactions. 

I understand that the FCC is considering changing its policies in a way 
that would impose new and higher fees and charges on thew pre-paid calling 
mds. I am not clear as to the precise way you are going about this. but the end 
remutt would directly harm mnsumers by ralslng the cost of purchasing the cards. 



Quite simply, driving up the cost of pre-pald comrnunlcatiis would have 
en immediete impact upon the Asin-American community. I strongly urge you 
to keep the FCC's current policies in place and not a59089 these new fees arid 
charges. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie Wong 
President . 
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July 12,2004 

ChabllWl Michael POWell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R e : C M  No. 0 3 3  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

. 

On behalf of AsIan Women in Buslness (AWIB), which represents 
thousands of busineasres owned and operated by Asian American woman, 1 am 
W%ng to express my concern that the FCC may increase the costs of pre-pald 
telephone calling cards by imposing new charges and fees. 

&in women own over 358,000 p r i i b  businesses nationwide, and a 
substantjal number of thsss businesses are In the retail sector. fhese retail 
enterprises can be as modest as a convenience store to a aophlsticated on-line 
rshiling operation. In addition, one of the fastest-gmwing area8 of Asian and 
Pacific Islandorowned businesses is in the transport, mmunlcatlons and 
Utilities sector, which increased 56% from 1997 to 2002. 

Pre-paid calling cards are an important product line for some of these 
women-owned retail and telecommunlcations business, and these products are 
lrnpoltant for their Customers. Ten percent of Asian-American households have 
uned prepaid calllng cards to stay in touch with friends and families. For many 
Asian-Americans on tight budgets, prepaid calllng cards are an important 
method of budgeting telecommunlcations expenlow, especially among those 
individuals more comfortable wlth ash-based transactions. 

I understand hat the FCC is considering changing its policies in a way 
that would impose new and higher fees and charges on these prepaa ca l l 4  
cards. I am not clear as to the precise way you are golng about this. but the end 
rasult would dire* harm consumers by raking the cast of purchasing the cards. 



Qua& simply, driving up the cost of prepaid communications would have . 
an immediate impact upon the Asiin-American community. I strongly urge you 
to the FCC's current polides in place and not assess these new fees and 
charges. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie Wong 
President 

cc Commissioner Mlchchael Coppa 
Commissioner Kaihleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Ke~vin Martin 
C o m W i n e r  Jonathan A d e M i  
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ASIAN WOMEN IN BUSINESS 
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July 12,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Cmrnunications Commlsslon 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

Re: ( -No .03-1%. 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

RECEIVED 
JuL I 4 2004 

On behalf of Asian Women In Buslness (AWIB). which reprewnb 
thousands of businesses owned and operated by Asian Amencan women, I am 
writing to express my concam that the FCC may increase the costs of prapald 
telephone calling cards by imposing new charges and fees. 

Asian women own over 358,000 prlvats businesses nationwide, and a 
substantial number of these businesses are In the redail sector. These retail 
enterprlses can be em modest as a convenience store to a sophlstlcated on4ine 
reteillng operation. in addition, one of the fastest-growing areas of Asian and 
Pacific Islander-owned businesses is in the transport, communlcatlons and 
utilities sector, which increased 56% from 1997 tu 2002. 

womenowned retail and telecommunications business, and these products are 
Importent for thelr customers. Ten percent of Asian-American households have 
used pre-peM calllng cards to stay in touch with friends and families. For many 
Asian-Americans on tight budgets, pre-pakl calling cards are an important 
method of budgeting telecommunications expenses, especially among hose 
indMduals more mmfortabie with cash-based transactions. 

I Understand mat th FCC is considering chan$ing its polides in a way 
that would impose new and higher fees and charges on these prepaM mlllng 
cards I am not clear as to the precise way you are g0-w about this. but ttk end 
result would directly ham c o n s u m  by ralslng the mst of purehesing &he cards 

Pre-peid ceiling cards are an important product line for some of them 



Quite Simpk, drivlng up the cost of pm-pald cammunlcations would have 
ap immediate impact upon the AeiwAmerican communtty. I strongly urge you 
to1 bep the FCC's cumnt policies in place and not assess these new f e ~ ~  and 
charges. 

Sincerely, 
t 

Bonnie Wong 
President 

cc; Commissioner M i e l  Coppe 
Commissioner.Kathheeny 
C o m m i s s i i  Kevin Martin 
CornWnw Jonathan Adelstein 

. 
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July 12.2004 

an Michael Powell 

street, S.W. 
Communicatione Commlsslon 

-... --------__ Wdhlgton, OC 20554 
I- 

Re: (potk” t No. Q 3-1 33 

Dew Chairman Powell: 

__ 
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RECEIVED 
w3-c 

,T&l 4 2004 

RECEIVED . 
JiiL 1 4 2004 

On behalf of Asian Women In Bwlness (AWIB). which represents 
thouwnds of busineases owned and ope- by Asien American women, I am 
wrltlngto express my concern that the FCC may increase the Costs of prapaid 
towhone calling cards by imposing new charges and fees. 

Asian women own over 358,000 private businesses nationwide, and a 
substantial number of these businssses an, In the retail sedor. These retail 
enterpfks can be as modest 88 a convenience store to a sophlstimW on-llne 
ratmlig operation. In addition, one of the Mestgrowing areas of Asian and 
Paqific !erlander-owned businesses is in the transport, cornrnunicaffons and 
Utilltles sector, which increased 58% from 1997 to 2002. 

women& mtan and telecamrnunidons busin-, and these products are 
Important for their customws. Ten percent of Asian-Amencan househokls have 
used pre-pa# calling cards to stay in touch with friends and families. For many 
Asian-Americans on tight budgets, pre-paid calling cards are an important 
mebod of budgeting telecommunicatlons expenses, especialv among those 
indhriduala more comfortable wHh cash-based transactions. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering changing its polidgs in a way 
that would impose new and higher fees and charges on these pre-paid calling 
cards. I am not clear a$ to the precise way you are going about this, but the end 
W6Ult would ditectfy harm consumeta by raising the cost of purchaslng the cards. 

Pre-paid calling cards are an importent product llne for some of me&? 
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Quite simply, driving up the cost of pre-paid communicetions would have 
an immediste impact upon the AsiaeAmerbn community. I stswlgly urge you 
to raeep the FCC’s current policies in place and not assess these new fees and 
charges. 

Sincerely, 
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ASIAN WOMEN IN BUSINESS 

. RECEIVED 

July 12,2OU4 

chejrmen Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445I1m street, S.W. 

Re: (/&ice -Z-GG.+ -' 
Dear Chairman Powell 

On behalf of Aaian Women in Business (AWIB), which represents 
thbudland8 of buslnesees owned and operated by Asian Amerlcan women, I am 
wrlmg to exprew my concern that the FCC may i m a m  the costs of prepaid 
telephone calllng cards by imposing new charges and fees. 

Asian women own over 358,000 private busin- nationwide, and a 
substantial number of these businesses are in the retail sector. These retail 
entgrprises a n  be as modest a8 a convenience store to a sophlstlcatd on-line 
racljung operation. In addition, one of the fastmt-growing areas of Asian and 
Pacific Islander-owned businesses is in the transport, mmunicatlons and 
utifities sector, which increased 56% from 1887 to 2002. 

m e n d w n e d  retail and telecommunications business, and theae products are 
impDrtant f o r  hiit customers. Ten percent of Asian-American households have 
us+ pmpaid calling cards to stay in touch with friends and families. For many 
Asian-Americans on tight budgets, prepaid calling cards are an important 
me+od d budgetlng telecommunications expenses, especlally among those 
individuals more comfortable with cash-baaed transactions. 

I understand that the FCC is considering changing its policks in B Way 
that would Impose new and higher fees and charges on these prepaid celling 
cards. I am not dear as to the precise way you are gafng about fils, but the end 
result Would directly harm consumem by raising the cost of purchasing the cards. 

Pre-paid calling cards are an important product line for some of these 



Quite simply, driving up the coet of pre-pald communlcaiions would have ' 

an imnediate impact upon the Asian-Amerlcan community. I stwgly urge you 
to keep the FCC's current policies in place and not assess these new fees and 
c h a w .  

Sincerely, 
i 

Bonnie Wong . , r-d 
President . 

cc: Commissioner Michael Ckpps 
' CommissionsrKathleenAbemathy 

Commlsslonsr Kevin Martin 
Commbdom Jonathan Adelstein 


